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*** Approaching Scripture through the Hebrew mindset and 
context can help us to appreciate more fully and to properly 
interpret what the passage is actually intending to 
communicate.

^^study notes adapted from The Complete Jewish Study Bible, 
MacArthur Study Bible, & Torah Class

 

 



NOTES
GENESIS 49 
It was more than 3500 years ago that Ya’akov made these 
pronouncements concerning the traits of the descendants 
of the sons gathered around his deathbed, and these 
traits would apply to the history of each tribe from 
beginning to end.

Re’uven (**1 Chron. 5:1-2) There was not a single 
noteworthy person or thing to come out of Re’uven.  
When the Israelites approached the Promised Land with 
Moshe, the tribe of Re’uven settled for “good enough” on 
the east of the Yarden and didn’t even enter Kena’an.

Shim’on Became the smallest tribe by the census in 
Numbers 26.  When Moshe handed out the tribes’ land 
inheritances, Shim’on was primarily given the dry arid 
desert land (the Negev) within the territory of Y’hudah. 
Ya’akov said they would be scattered…Shim’on was 
probably the first tribe to be completely absorbed by 
other tribes.  Some were absorbed into Y’hudah, while 
others joined what would eventually be known as the 
northern tribes of Efrayim.  In 1 Chronicles we learn that 
some left the Holy Land altogether and joined Edom!

Levi was not given any territory of their own.  Instead 
Levi was given 48 cities within the tribal boundaries of 
every tribe.  The Levites were divided and separated and 
elected as God’s cohanim.  Levi maintained their identity; 
Shim’on eventually lost theirs.

Y’hudah received part of the firstborn blessing…the 
official assumption of leadership and authority over the 
tribe.  Looking back at Genesis 48 we see that Yosef 
received the other part of the firstborn blessing…the 
double portion of tribal wealth through Efrayim and 
M’nasheh. **see sidebar Who Is Shiloh?

Z’vulun was destined to become merchants and traders.  
Hundreds of years into the future their territory became 
a land bridge between the Sea of Galilee and the 
Mediterranean. 

Yissakhar was called an “ass” or a “donkey”…but this 
was not derogatory remark in any way.  Donkeys were 
valued creatures that were a combination of taxicabs and 
trucks in that era.  They were strong labourers.

Dan means “judged.”  In verse 16 Ya’akov oddly says “Dan 
will judge his people as one of the tribes of Israel.”  Why 

would he have to make that distinction?  Ya’akov wanted 
to make it clear that the sons of his concubines, Zilpah 
and Bilhah, were no less than the sons of his legal wives.

Gad would be constantly oppressed and under attack…
but in the end, Gad will overcome.  Gad was one of the 
tribes that didn’t enter into the Promised Land.  They 
settled to the east of the Yarden along with Re’uven.  
With borders exposed to several longtime enemies 
(Moabites & Ammonites), they found themselves 
constantly at war…which is why Gad was regarded as the 
fiercest or warriors.  **Geographical place of “Gilead” in the 
Scriptures…Gilead and Gad are used interchangeably to 
describe where the tribe of Gad settled.

Asher means “happy” and so its fitting this blessing was 
one of well-being.  (3rd of 4 sons of Ya’akov’s concubines) 
His territory was some of the most fertile in the Holy 
Lands and they were famous for the abundance and best 
quality corn and olive oil.  Ahser shunned military 
conflicts and chose a very peaceful life of agriculture.

Naftali (4th of 4 sons of Ya’akov’s concubines) Not much is 
said…It was in Naftali’s territory, now part of the Galilee, 
that Yeshua recruited most of His disciples and began His 
ministry.  In Isaiah 9:1, the prophet foretold that the 
insignificant territory of Naftali would receive a great 
light. Isaiah 9 is one of the greatest prophecies concerning 
the coming of Yeshua in the entire Bible.

Yosef would be fruitful.  This fruitfulness wasn’t speaking 
only of Yosef’s personal life, but also his descendants’ 
destiny (carried forward primarily under the banner of 
Efrayim).  His fruitfulness wasn’t a result of cleverness, 
good fortune, or having things handed over to him.  His 
fruitfulness was a result of his faithfulness…and his 
faithfulness a result of his absolute, unwavering trust in 
God.

Binyamin was characterized as a predator, a wolf.  They 
became a buffer state between Efrayim & Y’hudah.  They 
would attack and plunder merchant caravans travelling 
through their territory.  Eventually, the Israelite coalition 
army annihilated the tribe of Binyamin, nearly to the point 
of extinction.  (Famous Binyaminites include Saul, Esther and 
Mordecai, and Paul)

**see sidebar Ya’akov’s Death

The Acharit-Hayamim:: in the end of the days

Who Is Shiloh? Genesis 49:10 stands as one of the 
most widely accepted Messianic prophecies in Judaism.  
One of the most appropriate explanations is that 
Shiloh is another name for the Messiah.  
 
Right here in Genesis 49, it is prophesied that he 
Messiah will come from the Hebrews, the nation of 
Israel, the tribe of Y’hudah, the family of David.  With 
the benefit of hindsight we now have, knowing who the 
Messiah is, it is correct to read Genesis 49:10 as 
fulfilled prophecy: 
     “The sceptre shall not pass from Y’hudah, nor the 
ruler’s staff from between his legs, until it is handed 
over to Yeshua HaMashiach aka Jesus the Christ.”   
That rulership has indeed been handed over to Yeshua.

Ya’akov’s Death 
Chapter 49 comes to an end as Ya’akov commanded 
his sons to take his body and bury it in the cave back 
up in Kena’an, the one Avraham purchased where 
Ya’akov’s parents, grandparents and his wife Le’ah lay 
entombed.  Then Ya’akov died. 
This paragraph is really the first time that Israel is seen 
as a nation unto itself rather than as merely a man 
(Ya’akov) with his growing extended family of twelve 
sons…this is the first use of the biblical phrase “the 
twelve tribes of Israel.”

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:: 
—Which blessing surprises you the most and 
challenges your prior understanding of Yosef’s 
brothers?

—Why are these blessings so important to us today?

aXcess::LEARN /  21 - 32 Prophesy Blessings


	PROPHESY BLESSINGS
	NOTES


