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*** Approaching Scripture through the Hebrew mindset and 
context can help us to appreciate more fully and to properly 
interpret what the passage is actually intending to 
communicate.

^^study notes adapted from The Complete Jewish Study Bible, 
MacArthur Study Bible, & Torah Class



NOTES
Read Genesis 42 -43 
GENESIS 42 
>< v.1-4 Sons of Isra’el sent on an errand  
What does Ya’akov’s attitude reveal about the character 
of his fully-grown adult sons?  Why did Ya’akov only send 
10 sons and kept Binyamin?  Was Binyamin too young for 
the journey?  What made him so special?

>< v.5-17 Brothers reunited The sons of Isra’el 
prostrate themselves before the grand vizier of Egypt, 
Tzafnat-Pa’neach (aka Yosef, their long-lost brother).  [tzafnat 
Egyptian for “code” or “secret” / pa’neach means “solver” 
or “breaker”…named so for his ability to interpret dreams]

Why didn’t the brothers recognize Yosef? Sure, 20 years 
had passed already—but Yosef looked more like a clean-
shaven Egyptian (Hebrews traditionally always wore 
beards) and he would have worn much of the Egyptian 
cosmetics that display royalty.

A dream come true Yosef remembered his dreams of 
the eleven sheaves of grain bowing down to his and of the 
eleven stars, the moon and the sun paying homage to him.  
It would be at this moment where Yosef came to realize 
how God’s divine providence was at work all along!

Testing Why do you think Yosef accuses them of being 
spies?  How does that even make sense?  Did Yosef just 
want to see them squirm in their helplessness as he did at 
the bottom of that dry well several years earlier?  Why 
did Yosef have them thrown into prison?  It was wise for 
Yosef to separate his brothers from the rest of the 
people seeking to buy grain, so that he could deal with his 
family separately without anybody criticizing him.   
Tzafnat-Pa’neach demands that one of the brothers is to 
retrieve the youngest brother and bring him to Egypt.

>< v.18-26 A change of plans On the third day of 
being incarcerated, Yosef changes the plan.  He sends back 
nine of the brothers while holding Shim’on in prison until 
Binyamin is brought back.  Why do you think Shim’on was 
held hostage rather than the eldest brother, Re’uven?

>< v.27-38 Confused and afraid “What is this that 
God has done to us?”  Their guilty conscience and fear of 
vengeance from God surfaced again when they found the 
grain money returned in one sack that was opened.  Later 
when they discover all their money was restored, their 
fear increased even further.

Ya’akov laments “Yosef is gone.  Shim’on is gone.  Am I 
to lose Binyamin too? All this is against me!” 

Firstborn Re’uven rejected again How ridiculous is 
the offer of Re’uven…that if anything were to happen to 
Binyamin then he would allow his own two sons to be 
killed.  For Ya’akov that would be three sons and two 
grandsons gone.  Ya’akov refused to release Binyamin.

GENESIS 43 
>< v.1-10 Y’hudah takes the lead “Send the boy 
(na’ar) with me” (v.8). Unlike his eldest brother who 
offered his two sons as the surety bond for Binyamin, 
Y’hudah offers himself.  What exactly would Y’’huh have 
been risking in this offer?  Well, he was the most likely 
inheritor of the wealth and authority of the clan (as 
Re’uven, Shimon, and Levi were already passed over due to 
their indiscretions and bloodlust on account of their sister).  

>< v.11-15 Isra’el prepares and trusts El Shaddai 
Ya’akov (Isra’el) finally has a son that he could trust, but 
more importantly he trusted everything in God’s hands.

>< v.16-28 A feast prepared at Yosef’s house 
When Yosef sees that they returned and Binyamin was 
with them he ordered his household manager to prepare 
a feast for the band of brothers at his house.  Why were 
they so fearful when they were ushered into Yosef’s 
house?  Imagine what they must’ve been thinking.  Yosef 
greets them and asks questions of the family. [clue#1]

>< v.29-31 Overwhelmed to tears Yosef addresses 
Binyamin and greets him with a blessing, even invoking the 
name of their Hebrew God, Elohim. [clue #2]

>< v.32-33 Situated and served Egyptians were 
sensitive to the social stigma attached to sharing a meal 
table with foreigners.  Discrimination also ran rampant in 
Egypt…Yosef’s rank put him ahead of all others giving him 
his own table and meal setting.  The brothers were seated 
according to their birth order and were amazed. [clue #3]

>< v.34 A favoured portion Binyamin was given a 
portion of food five times the size of everyone else’s.   
Consider how favouritism to Rachel’s son silently tested 
their attitudes; any long-standing envy, dislike, or animosity 
could not be easily masked.  It appears that they passed 
this test as the passage finishes “So they drank and 
enjoyed themselves with him.”

WHAT CAUSED THE FAMINE? 
As much as we could easily say that God 
supernaturally caused there to be a famine as He 
revealed in Pharaoh’s dream and interpreted through 
Yosef…there is a pattern of God where He uses the 
natural cycles and elements of this created world to 
cause things to come about.  In this case, the famine 
was due to a lack of rainfall.

GEOGRAPHY OF EGYPT:: 
Egypt was called Upper Egypt which is located in the 
south.  Lower Egypt is toward the north.  This is 
because the Nile River flows from south Uupper Egypt) 
to north (Goshen, Delta Region, Lower Egypt) toward the 
Mediterranean Sea.  Although the Delta Region is a 
rainless desert, due to the abundance of the Nile and 
the marshland created by the all those fingers that 
spread out in the land of Goshen, it is fertile and 
excellent for growing crops and grazing animals.

TURNING ON THE NATION OF ISRAEL:: 
The famine caused people to turn toward Egypt’s 
storehouses to purchase grains.  The price was very 
high.  Those poorer families would end up selling 
themselves in bond service to the pharaoh in exchange 
for grain.  From their viewpoint, it was this Semite 
foreigner, Yosef, who was to blame for this travesty…as 
he was the the frontman, the visible symbol of the 
entire food exchange program—getting both the 
credit and the blame. 
After Yosef’s death and a long period of social upheaval, 
the Egyptians blamed Yosef’s kin, the tribes of Israel, for 
their oppressed condition.  The Egyptians then turned 
the tables on the Israelites and the oppressed became 
the oppressors.  This was the beginning of the cycle of 
persecution of the Hebrew people in foreign lands that 
we read throughout Scripture and continue to witness 
even today.

aXcess::LEARN /  21 - 26 A Dream Come True


	A DREAM COME TRUE
	NOTES


