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*** Approaching Scripture through the Hebrew mindset and 
context can help us to appreciate more fully and to properly 
interpret what the passage is actually intending to 
communicate.

^^study notes adapted from The Complete Jewish Study Bible, 
MacArthur Study Bible, & Torah Class



NOTES
Read Genesis 41 / Hyksos Rulers (sidebar) 
GENESIS 41 
>< v.1-8 Pharaoh troubled by dreams Two years 
had passed since the end of Chapter 40 when the chief 
cupbearer was released from prison and reinstated to his 
position by the pharaoh and the chief baker was 
sentenced to his death…just as Yosef had said after 
interpreting their dreams.  Yosef was almost 30 years old 
and he was still prisoner in the house of the captain of 
the guard.

The pharaoh had two vivid dreams that disturbed him…
they seemed more like a vision and so he pursued the 
meaning of his dreams by calling all the magicians and wise 
men that formed his government.  The religion of Egypt 
was the centre of their life and it was filled with magic 
and sorcery and many gods and goddesses. So naturally 
these, magician spiritualists were a part of the pharaoh’s 
close advisors.  The wise men were the Egyptian 
intellectuals that represented the worldly knowledge and 
science that had been developed to a high level in Egypt.

>< v.9-13 The cupbearer remembers Yosef   
When none of the magicians and wise men were able to 
understand the meaning of Pharaoh’s dreams, the chief 
cupbearer remembered Yosef and stepped forward and 
recommended him to Pharaoh as Yosef was able to 
accurately interpret his dream two years earlier.  
Immediately, Pharaoh orders Yosef to be brought to him.

>< v.14-37 Yosef’s interpretation and advice 
Once again, Yosef is careful not to take any credit for 
himself and he honestly says, “It isn’t me.  God will give 
Pharaoh an answer.”

The dreams that Pharaoh had were prophetic dreams of 
holy truth.  There was no way that the use of worldly 
knowledge and false religion could ever reveal the 
meaning of God-given holy truth.  Only the children of 
God, in spiritual union with the Father, can know the 
truth…and Yosef was ready to announce to truth to 
Pharaoh:: 1)These dreams were from God. 2)Both of 
these dreams were concerning the same matter of a 
great famine.  

Notice another pattern that reveals the way God 
operates.  He didn’t bring judgment without sufficient 
warning for those who would pay close attention and 
listen carefully to Him.  So He allowed exceptional 

abundance for seven years before seven years of extreme 
famine.

Yosef offers his advice :: “Pharaoh, make it a law for the 
next seven years that all throughout Egypt, 20 percent of 
all produce will be stored away for the day seven years in 
the future when it will be needed.  Rather than living 
beyond our means during the years of unusual plenty, be 
wise and use that time to prepare.”   
**DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:: LAST DAYS in sidebar

>< v.38-49 Second-in-command over Egypt 
Pharaoh takes immediate action and follows Yosef’s 
advice. Nobody better to carry out the plan than the man 
God sent to deliver the message: Yosef!  So this Hebrew 
slave is taken from the dungeons and is anointed ruler of 
all Egypt…and the only higher authority in Egypt was 
Pharaoh himself.

A ceremony was held so that all of Egypt would know of 
Yosef’s position over them.  Pharaoh calls Yosef by the 
name Tzefnat-Pa’neach (“he who is called…life”) and to 
seal his appointment and make it permanent he gives 
Yosef a wife,  Osnat, the daughter of a priest from the 
Temple of On, the city of the sun god Re (the highest 
Egyptian deity).  After the ceremony Yosef begins his 
travels across Egypt and sets up the grain storage system 
to run over the next six years of abundance.

>< v.50-52 Yosef’s sons M’nasheh & Efrayim Six 
years pass, Yosef has two sons by an Egyptian wife.  The 
names M’nasheh (“causing to forget”) and Efrayim (“fertile”) 
are Hebrew names, not Egyptian (customs in those days 
the mother’s nationality determined that of the children).  
Make a mental note of Osnat, M’nasheh & Efrayim…all 
Egyptians, Gentiles.

>< v.53-57 When all things come to pass The 
stored up grain was rationed, or sold, not given away.  
Egyptian records describing the famine and the 
distribution agree with biblical record.  As people ran out 
of money, they gave up their starving cattle to Pharaoh in 
exchange for grain.  When they ran out of cattle they gave 
up their land.  When they had nothing left to sell they 
sold themselves into bond-servitude.  So Pharaoh owned 
all the land and wealth of Egypt and he built up an 
enormous slave class to construct the cities.  As cynical 
and hard-hearted as this was, God used the situation to 
save lives and to assure the survival of Israel.

HYKSOS RULERS account recorded by the Egyptian 
historian Manetho (born 3rd century BC):: 
We had a king called Tutimaeus.  In his reign, it happened.  
I do not know why God was displeased with us.  
Unexpectedly, from the regions of the East came men of 
unknown race.  Confident of victory, they marched against 
our land.  By force they took it, easily, without a singe battle.  
Having overpowered our rulers, they burned our cities 
without compassion and destroyed the temples of the gods.  
All the natives were treated with great cruelty, for they slew 
some and carried off the wives and children of others into 
slavery.  Finally, they appointed one of themselves as king.  
His name was Salitis, and he lived in Memphis and made 
Upper and Lower Egypt pay tribute to him…and when he 
found a city in the province of Sais which suited his purpose 
(it lay east of the Bubasite branch of the Nile and was 
called Avaris) he rebuilt it and made it very strong by 
erecting walls and installing a force of 240,000 men to 
hold it.  Salitis went there every summer, partly to collect his 
corn and pay men their wages and partly to train his 
armed troops and terrify foreigners.  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:: LAST DAYS 
Would we have the faith to do what this heathen 
pharaoh was about to do?  Would we have the faith to 
hear God warning that a time of terrible tribulation 
was nearing, and that we needed to prepare by putting 
aside some of our time, our riches, our labours, our 
interests, ourselves?  Could we intentionally deprive 
ourselves when we were in the midst of abundance, 
when life was good?  Could we do it on faith, and not 
by what we see with our eyes?  Could we do it when 
the best and brightest minds, and our most prestigious 
religious leaders, tell us that the future in unknowable, 
except as they can discern it from their positions of 
authority?
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